
Welcome to the latest edition of "The Forage Voice", the official newsletter of
the Alberta Forage Industry Network (AFIN). In this issue see what's new with

your AFIN Board and the Forage industry!
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Happy Fall Yʼall!

 

The AFIN Board took the months of July and August off from regular meetings, but there were

numerous opportunities to network and tour with the members of ARECA (Agricultural Research

& Extension Council of Alberta) and other associations during field days over the summer!

 

AFIN director Doug Wray attended the Alberta Beef, Forage and Grazing Center (ABFGC) and

Rancher Researcher Pilot Project Summer Ranch Tour in August.  Comments from Doug; “The

initiative (Alberta Beef, Forage and Grazing Center) at Lacombe is building momentum and

collaboration between disciplines is happening, a good mix of people and lots of

networking!” AFIN is an industry representative on the ABFGC committee.
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The 9thAnnual CFGA (Canadian Forage and Grasslands Association) Conference and AGM is in

Calgary November 14 – 15, the theme is “Foundation Forage: Built from the Ground Up”.  The

conference, it is shaping up nicely, we hope to see many of you out to support this

event!  Check out the CFGA website for more information and to

register http://www.canadianfga.ca/.

 

Insurance for Forage Crops and Pastures has been a concern for producers in the province of

Alberta through AFSC (Agriculture Financial Services Corporation).  ABP (Alberta Beef Producers)

has asked AFIN to support and participate in focus groups for the “Agri-Risk Initiatives Project

Investigating Satellite-Based Forage Insurance Plans”, we will keep our members abreast on the

progress of this project as details become available.

 

Effective October 1, the www.Foragebeef.cawebsite will officially move to and be maintained by

the Beef Cattle Research Council (BCRC).  This transition was mentioned in AFINʼs last

newsletter, the move guarantees the continuity of this valuable resource for the foreseeable

future.

 

Our AFIN Forage Update and AGM has been set for March 5, 2019 once again in Leduc, we are

pleased to be in a central location for attendees.  Watch for more details coming soon, mark

your calendars and consider becoming an AFIN Board member!

 

For the latest and greatest from you Alberta Forage Industry Network…please

 

Check out our Website: www.albertaforages.ca

Follow us on Twitter: @AFIN_INFO

Like us on Facebook

Register Now- EARLY BIRD DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO
OCTOBER 11

http://www.canadianfga.ca/
http://www.foragebeef.ca/
http://www.albertaforages.ca/


 The forage industry is critically dependent on a vibrant cattle industry. Without cattle numbers

the value of forages is reduced significantly. The cattle industry needs an umbrella organization

that is united & strong. Forage, animal health, production research & one voice for

governmental/consumer lobbying is critical for our industries future. All producers are

encouraged to vote this fall & make Alberta Beef Producers strong.  The attached link are the

speaking points to this falls plebiscite campaign. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9w7svf6prp5e3dw/AAAkkla-D94am9atPmsa9ICva?dl=0

 

AFIN is a member-driven organization. The nominal membership fees allow AFIN to function as

an independent, self-sufficient and non-biased organization that is best positioned to represent

the views and concerns of its members.

AFIN members have full access to the discussion boards, and are given the opportunity to

participate in conversations and share input into issues of interest. The feedback provided by

our members will be shared with partners, government representatives and forage industry

stakeholders throughout the province and across the country. 

The membership structure is as follows:

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/9w7svf6prp5e3dw/AAAkkla-D94am9atPmsa9ICva?dl=0


ENTITY ANNUAL DUES VOTING PRIVILEGES

Individual Farmer $50.00 1 vote per individual

Farm Corporation $50.00 per voter to 1 vote per designated shareholder or 

employee max of $200.00 to a max of 4

Agricultural Business $250.00 Up to 4 designated voters

Agriculture Related Non Government Organization $250.00 Up to 4 designated voters

Agriculture Related- Government department, branch, educational instituion

or agency- $250.00 Up to 4 designated voters

Others as approved by the AFIN Board of Directors- $50.00 1 vote per individual 

 

Click here( PDF format ) to access downloadable membership form and instructions.

 

For additional inquiries on membership please contact us at info@albertaforages.ca.

A big 'thank you' to all of our current members!

Alfalfa Seed Production at A Glance
By: Brad Alexander

Research & Extension Manager

Alfalfa Seed Commission of Alberta

 

Because of its high protein content, and deep nitrogen fixing roots, Alfalfa (Medicago

sativa) is a highly valued forage crop. As with many other plants, alfalfa relies on

pollinators to help it make seeds; however, this plant also packs a mighty punch which

tends to discourage traditional pollinators. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/a2f23e_7d5e30951aaf4a89b975337ba2f27da0.pdf
mailto:info@albertaforages.ca
https://www.albertaforages.ca/members


When an alfalfa flower is ready for pollination, it sits in wait with its reproductive parts

tightly concealed by ʻwing petalsʼ. When the pollinator lands on the flower, its weight and

movement are enough to release the hold of these petals and the pollen heavy stamens

pop out, essentially sucker punching the insect. This is a good strategy for the alfalfa

plant because it ensures an effective transfer of pollen by coating the underside of the

bee. Unfortunately, not all pollinators will put up with such abuse, and the honeybee is no

exception. 

As a whole, honey bees donʼt actually do a good job of pollinating alfalfa because of their

social structure. Eventually one honey bee figures out that she can insert her proboscis

through the back of the flower and ʻstealʼ the nectar without being struck; this bee will

then return to her hive and dance out her instructions on how to do this. Eventually the

whole hive is doing this and the flowers donʼt make seeds.

Fortunately, there are around 20,000 different species of bees in the world and, contrary

to popular belief, they donʼt all live in groups. Even less known is that, in all of those

species, only seven of them make honey. Bees are just as varied and specialised as any

other group of species and alfalfa seed production takes advantage of that.

The alfalfa leafcutter bee is a solitary insect which is much smaller and gentler than the

honeybee. Although they do have small stingers they donʼt tend to use them because they

donʼt have a colony to protect, thus they are often referred to as stingless bees. Rather

than making honey, the leafcutter devotes her short life to building cocoons from leaf

pieces. She fills the cocoons with food and lays an egg in each one. When the eggs hatch,

the bee larvae will feed on the provisions until they pupate and emerge the following year

as adults.

Alberta alfalfa seed producers provide the leafcutter bees with shelters throughout their

fields. Inside these shelters can be found several large blocks filled with holes. These

holes are where the bees will build their cocoons. Itʼs sort of like a bunch of leafcutter bee

apartment buildings. Once these blocks are filled the producers can collect the cocoons

and store them for the following year. As long as the cocoons are kept cool the bees will

remain dormant and their release can be timed to match the cropʼs bloom time.

Itʼs my opinion that we are tragically underutilizing the leafcutter bee in agriculture. The

alfalfa seed industry has pioneered this unique practice and developed the management

tools needed. In recent years the canola industry has also realised the benefits of using

leafcutter bees and they are now a widely used pollinator in that industry, often used in

conjunction with honeybees. I personally believe that there are many more crops that

could, and will one day, benefit dramatically from incorporating leafcutter bee pollination.
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Picture from left to right: (Back) Heinz Lemmer, Brian Palichuk, Brent Thygesen, John Bland,

Grant Lastiwka, Kristen Hall (Front) Doug Wray, Surya Acharya, Christine Fulkerth, Nora

Paulovich, Amber Kenyon

(Missing) Mark Hagen, Holly Mayer, Ed Shaw

Forage Story of the Year 2018

 

In order for me to begin to tell you about how the 2018 forage season has progressed, we have

to look back to the year prior, to the growing season of 2017. It started off with a dry spring, a

reprieve of rain by June, but then a hot dry summer where parts of the province didnʼt see rain

for the next 3 months. Feed shortages, as well as pasture shortages, were experienced, leaving

producers with few options to decide what feed was available for their animals. Sourcing feed

elsewhere or finding alternatives, such as including straw with grain for dry pregnant cows, were

the most common solutions that many had to pursue to get through the winter months.

Fortunately, carry-over from 2016 was able to get some people through this period.

 

As we shifted into 2018, these feed shortages followed straight into green-up come late April

into May. With the snow quickly melting away, and new blades of grasses beginning to emerge,

a number of producers had no choice but to turn their animals out to pasture early, to the

detriment of the grasses. Once again, the rains did not arrive for most areas in Alberta, not until

June when pastures were just starting to go dormant, particularly at a point in time (in a normal

year) that hay fields should have been almost ready for their first cut. For many parts of the

province, the amount of moisture received was less than half of normal for the growing season.

It turned into another hot, dry summer, a repeat from 2017.

 

These pastures were suffering tremendously. From phone conversations, plus from what I have

witnessed in my travels, many pastures in these dry areas showed significant stress from a lack

of sufficient rest and overgrazing, as well as increased weed pressure. Pastures were not fully

ready for grazing until about mid-June, if we are to analyze pasture readiness by counting grass



leaves (3.5 leaves is optimum to begin spring grazing), or even going by plant height (8 to 10

inches). As a result, most pastures in the areas affected by such dry conditions were ready to

have animals removed by August, which is 60 to 70 days earlier than normal. Some community

pastures had to take cows out 40 to 60 days earlier than normal. 

 

Hay production was 25 to 35 percent or less of the normal yield; annual forages were also about

half to one-third of their normal yields. Many of these crops were stunted such that very little to

no hay was taken off, and there was not enough regrowth to get a second cut; some of these

fields were grazed instead. Annual crops that normally were intended for grain where instead

harvested for greenfeed or silage. Any crops that could be taken for grain yielded light-weight

grains that may mean a higher protein, but lower energy, feed value. So far, feed test results

that have come in to the Ag-Info Centre have shown forage supplies to be 2 to 3 percent lower

in protein than normal. 

 

Other areas of the province fared better, receiving normal amounts of precipitation, enough to

get decent harvests of both hay as well as greenfeed and silage off by mid- to late-summer.

These areas, a belt east and west of Edmonton, as well as the Grande Prairie/Peace River region,

reported to have hay crops as good as four bales to the acre; for annual forage crops, a couple

reports had as high as 15 tons per acre of forage to harvest. These areas would and continue to

supply a decent amount of feed for folks further south still suffering from the lack of moisture. 

 

So far, producers are taking stock of their feed inventory, sending feed samples in, and

determining how many cows they can feasible feed over this coming winter. Any cows that they

cannot feed are expected to be shipped to the local livestock auction yard. Unfortunately, the

cow market is quite saturated, with cow and cow-calf prices declining as a result. Fortunately,

feeder calf prices are remaining stable.  

 

This year has no doubt been a struggle for many producers. However I would like to say that

there is always hope, that these bad things have a way of not lasting forever. We can always look

on the bright side and see that next year will be better. 

 

Karin Lindquist

Forage-beef Specialist

Ag-Info Center

Stettler, Alberta

"Nitrate levels in forages can sometimes be a problem for cattle. Depending on growing

conditions, certain plants may accumulate too much nitrate to be safely fed to cattle

unless those high-nitrate feeds can be diluted by mixing with other forages.

Colby Elford, livestock and feed extension specialist, Ministry of Agriculture, Moose Jaw,

Sask., says it is important to test nitrate levels in forages. When ruminant animals

consume feed that is high in nitrates, the nitrates are quickly converted to nitrite in the

rumen by the rumen microbes. The original form (nitrate) in the plant is not poisonous.

Itʼs the nitrites that are toxic if they accumulate in the animalʼs system. If you are feeding

a high level of nitrates it eventually becomes toxic."

Read the full article in Canadian Cattleman for more information: 

https://www.canadiancattlemen.ca/2018/09/18/avoiding-high-nitrite-levels-in-cattle-

https://www.canadiancattlemen.ca/2018/09/18/avoiding-high-nitrite-levels-in-cattle-so-they-arent-starved-for-oxygen/?module=carousel&pgtype=homepage&i=1


so-they-arent-starved-for-oxygen/?module=carousel&pgtype=homepage&i=1

Join us on Facebook and follow us on twitter if you haven't done so already at

@AFIN_INFO

https://www.canadiancattlemen.ca/2018/09/18/avoiding-high-nitrite-levels-in-cattle-so-they-arent-starved-for-oxygen/?module=carousel&pgtype=homepage&i=1
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